
Exploring the Impact of Folklore on Cultural Identity 

Introduction 

Folklore, comprising myths, legends, and oral traditions, serves as a cornerstone of cultural 

identity across diverse societies. This research aims to delve into the intricate relationship 

between folklore and cultural identity, particularly focusing on how folklore shapes and reflects 

the cultural narratives of communities. By examining various forms of folklore and their 

transmission through generations, this study seeks to uncover the underlying meanings 

embedded within these narratives and their significance in shaping individual and collective 

identities. 

Literature Review 

The literature surrounding folklore and cultural identity reveals a rich tapestry of scholarly 

discourse, spanning across disciplines such as anthropology, folklore studies, and cultural 

studies. According to Dundes (1980), folklore embodies the collective wisdom and shared 

experiences of a community, serving as a repository of cultural values and beliefs. Similarly, 

Abrahams (1972) emphasizes the dynamic nature of folklore, highlighting its role in negotiating 

power dynamics and asserting cultural autonomy within marginalized communities. Building 

upon these insights, Turner (1967) elucidates the performative aspect of folklore, underscoring 

its capacity to create and reinforce social bonds through ritualistic practices and storytelling 

traditions. Furthermore, contemporary scholars like Bendix (1997) argue for the need to 

contextualize folklore within broader socio-political frameworks, acknowledging its role in 

resisting hegemonic narratives and asserting cultural sovereignty. Through a comprehensive 



analysis of these seminal works and empirical studies, this research seeks to contribute to the 

ongoing dialogue surrounding the intersection of folklore, cultural identity, and societal change. 

Research Design and Methods 

This research will employ a qualitative approach, utilizing methods such as participant 

observation, in-depth interviews, and textual analysis to explore the multifaceted dimensions of 

folklore and its impact on cultural identity. The study will be conducted in collaboration with 

local communities, engaging participants in the co-creation of knowledge and the interpretation 

of cultural narratives. By adopting a participatory research framework, this approach aims to 

foster mutual respect and reciprocity, allowing for a nuanced understanding of the lived 

experiences and perspectives of community members. 

Implications and Contribution to the Field 

The findings of this research are expected to yield valuable insights into the role of folklore as a 

dynamic cultural resource and its implications for identity formation and social cohesion. By 

highlighting the agency of individuals and communities in shaping their own narratives, this 

study seeks to challenge essentialist notions of culture and promote cultural pluralism and 

inclusivity. Moreover, the research findings will have practical implications for cultural 

preservation and heritage management, informing the development of culturally sensitive 

policies and interventions aimed at safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. 

Timeline 

The proposed timeline for this research is as follows: 

• Literature review and theoretical framework development: 3 months 



• Data collection and analysis: 6 months 

• Interpretation of findings and writing of research report: 3 months 
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