Potential Essay Topic: The Ethics of Artificial Intelligence
Introduction Paragraph:

e Hook: The rapid growth of artificial intelligence is prompting serious questions about
regulations to protect humanity.

o Background: Narrow Al systems are increasingly embedded in fields like healthcare and
transportation, while artificial general intelligence aims to create self-improving systems
on par with the human mind. This raises concerns over Al system control and alignment
with human ethics.

o Thesis: As artificial intelligence grows more advanced, arguments for increasing
oversight and governance are compelling to mitigate existential risks, though some
believe overregulation could hamper technological progress that benefits society.

Body Paragraphs:

e Open with objective description of perspective arguing Al development needs strict
governance, citing experts like Stephen Hawking, who warned of potential Al threats.
Provide evidence like weak points in current machine ethics approaches and reward
hacking examples that illustrate a lack of controllability.

e Counterargument: While advanced Al systems pose novel challenges if not designed
well, critics argue that oversight regulations hamper innovation into a technology that
could solve future energy crises, disease, and other global problems if its positive
potential is realized. Examples of Al models like GPT-3 show beneficial applications.

o Perspective arguing governance will become impossible as recursive self-improvement
triggers an "intelligence explosion" beyond the human ability to control or understand the
systems. Evidence on exponential computational scaling and inherent limits in
constraining superintelligent agents.

o Counterpoint using Al safety techniques like constitutionally bounded value learners,
diversity of approaches like tool Al vs. agent Al, and global coordination efforts to
ensure any superintelligence is corrigible and aligns with human ethics/values.

Conclusion Paragraph:

o Summarize key perspectives analyzed: the technology risk arguments, the
innovation/progress arguments, the "hard takeoff" concerns, and the potential solutions.

o Acknowledge that both sets of concerns are valid - that advanced Al presents existential
risks if unchecked and that thoughtful governance should be balanced to allow for
transformative beneficial applications.

o Conclude by reiterating the need for serious interdisciplinary cooperation between Al
developers, ethicists, policymakers, and the public to navigate these challenges and
ensure artificial intelligence remains aligned with human values as capabilities become
more powerful.



