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  Abortion and Medical Termination in Ireland 

Introduction  

Abortion can be defined as the ending of a pregnancy at any point before the fetus has 

fully developed and ready for birth. When the development of the fetus in the womb is cut short 

naturally, it is referred to as miscarriage. There are majorly two types of abortion, medical 

termination and surgical termination. Medical procedure involves the use of medicines, it can be 

inform of tablets or injection whereas surgical procedure involves a surgery. This paper is going 

to mainly focus on abortion in Ireland, how it can be done and the laws surrounding the abortion 

agenda and its effect. 

Abortion law in Ireland 

Pregnancy termination is currently illegal according to the Ireland law, except when the 

mother’s life is substantially at risk. Anyone found practicing abortion can be sentenced up to 14 

years in prison (BBC news, 2017). However women have the rights to travel to other countries 

where abortion is legal to get the services. It is believed that thousands of women travel to other 

countries annually to access abortion services. The effects of the law are vivid, such as stigma, 

the feeling of abandonment and the cost of travelling abroad to have an abortion. 

 The law is considered extremely restrictive and that it denies women their fundamental 

human rights. According to the Center for Reproductive Rights Organization (2014, p.7) the law 

poses great health risks to vulnerable and underprivileged women because of the unclear 

statements about when a woman can have an abortion in Ireland. The BBC news reported that 

the government of Ireland says it will hold a referendum in 2018 to decide on the amendment of 
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the abortion law. However the decision has not been reached yet since the government wants to 

be given more time to get people’s views and put some issues into consideration. 

Medical Abortion in Ireland 

As explained earlier, medical abortion is the termination of pregnancy by the use of 

pills. It is most effective when used by women who are less than 9 weeks pregnant. World health 

Organization (WHO) has approved this method of abortion. It is the most recommended by 

women living in Ireland due to the strict abortion law and because it can be safely done at home 

for privacy purposes.  Mifepristone and misoprostol are considered the most effective pills for 

medical abortion (Abortion in Ireland, 2017). 

There are several reasons why women seek abortion instead of carrying the pregnancy 

to term, some cite that they cannot afford to raise a baby, incorrect use of contraceptives, rape 

victims, and others are not ready to be parents at that particular time. Most women in Ireland 

purchase these pills online because they consider it a fairly affordable alternative compared to 

travelling abroad. Close to 2000 women purchased the pills online between the year 2010 and 

2012, this is  according to the collective research analyzed by Texas University in Austin and the 

founder of women on web, Rebecca Gomperts (Holland, 2017). Women purchase the pills 

bearing in mind that it is against the laws of Ireland and it can lead to prosecution. 

Risks and Side Effects of Medical Abortion  

 Before using the pills a medical checkup is required to confirm that it is not an ectopic 

pregnancy and to also confirm the date, how old the pregnancy is because medical 

abortion is only recommended for pregnancies below 9 weeks. 
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 A follow up checkup should be done to prevent any complications one might suffer such 

as infection. 

 Medical abortion is not preferred for women who suffer from anemia, bleeding disorders, 

liver or kidney diseases and for women who are using intrauterine device (Paul et al., 

1999). 

For Irish women who seek medical abortion online against the law, it is nearly 

impossible for them to put these precautions and risks into consideration because to them this is 

the only option available apart from travelling abroad. Not able to tell the type of pregnancy one 

is having, the exact period since last menstruation, are the common factors that lead to 

complications which might be fatal. 

Conclusion 

Before making laws and implementing them, any government should discuss and 

consider the consequences of making such laws; some laws have greater negative impacts than 

the good. Listening to the peoples voice is very important especially the ones who the law will 

affect the most. The Ireland government maybe had all the best intentions for its people when 

making the law, but with time it is revealed that the ones who were supposed to be protected 

(women) by the law end up breaking it. The abortion pill is considered safe and has been 

approved by the World Health Organization, but because of the strict laws and the penalty, 

women in Ireland order the pill online which is risky and unsafe because they might pay money 

and end up not receiving the drugs or buy fake drugs that can endanger their health. Factors such 

as fatal fetal abnormalities and rape cases should be mostly considered since putting the mothers 

health at risk either psychologically or physically is a violation of fundamental human rights.  
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